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The European Patent Office herewith transmits 
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□ the declaration under Rule 45 EPC 

tZl the partial European search report under Rule 45 EPC 
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□ Abstract □ Title □ Figure 

l~| The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this communication. 
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the invention than the one indicated by the applicant. 
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□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 
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been drawn up for all claims. 



□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 
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Although claims 74-81 are directed to a method of treatment of the 
human/animal body (Article 52(4) EPC), the search has been carried out 
and based on the alleged effects of the compound/composition. 
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57 relate to an extremely large number of possible compounds or methods. 
Support within the meaning of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure within the 
meaning of Article 83 EPC is to be found, however, for only a very small 
proportion of the compounds or methods claimed. In the present case, the 
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a 
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 
Unless the alternatives in said claims 43, 52, 67, 69, 76, 79 and 80 
relate to a claim which itself is novel and inventive, they will give 
rise to further non-unity objections. 

The same applies for claims 49 and 57 provided an attempt will be made to 
specify the compounds claimed. 

In this context it should be emphasised that the drafting of the claims 
lies exclusively in the reponsabi 1 ity of the Applicant and that e.g. 
non-unity objections which arise due to the drafting of certain 
subject-matter in an independent form, cannot be cured by making refer nee 
to the fact that said indpendently claimed subject-matter forms part of a 
common (but unfortunately known) concept, e.g. two independently claimed 
steps of a known process. 
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Phosphodiester alpha-GlcNAcase, an antibody binding it, 
nucleotide sequence encoding it, vectors and host cells 
comprising the nucleotide sequence and methods for producing 
the enzyme 



3. Claims: 35-48 

Method of modifying lysosomal hydrolases comprising 
contacting said lysosomal hydrolases with an isolated 
Gl cNAc-phosphotransf erase 



. 4. Claims: 49-67 

Phosphorylated lysosomal hydrolase comprising a mannose 
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